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Dear Channa,  

Exposure Draft 01/26 - Proposed APES 206 Conformity with Sustainability Reporting Standards
 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on Exposure Draft 01/26 Proposed APES 206 Conformity with 
Sustainability Reporting Standards, issued by the Accounting Professional & Ethical Standards Board (APESB) in April 
2026 (the ED). 
 
We are supportive overall of the new professional and ethical standard proposed by the APESB in this ED.  However, 
we have the following additional comments: 
 
Fundamental Responsibilities of Members - Paragraph 3.1 
 
Paragraph 3.1 indicates Part 1 and Part 5 of the Code apply, as applicable, which we believe is incorrect. Part 5 is 
meant to be standalone, so if carrying out a Sustainability Assurance Engagement, Part 5 would apply. A practitioner 
would apply Part 1 when preparing, presenting or compiling Sustainability Information or Part 5 when carrying out a 
Sustainability Assurance Engagement, but not both. 
 
Furthermore, the equivalent of Part 1 is contained in sections 5100 to 5120 of Part 5 of APES 110, so instead of 
referring to the entire Part 5, paragraph 3.1 should be limited to those sections. 
 
Due to the above, we suggest para 3.1 be revised to read “A Member shall comply with Part 1 or Section 5100 to 
5120 of Part 5 of the Code, Complying with the Code, Fundamental Principles and Conceptual Framework, as 
applicable, and with relevant laws and regulations when they prepare, present or compile Sustainability Information 
or perform a Sustainability Assurance Engagement.” 
 
Independence 
 
We note there is no specific coverage of independence in relation to Sustainability Assurance Engagements in the 
proposed standard. Furthermore, APES 210 Conformity with Auditing and Assurance Standards paragraph 3.2 only 
refers to Parts 4A and Part 4B of APES 110. Therefore, we recommend including a paragraph in APES 206 on 
independence and/or updating APES 210 to cover the Independence Standards in Part 5 of APES 110. 
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